
“Ma’am, would you also help someone 
in need?”

That neighbor helped another person, 
and that person helped another and 
each one repeated the same words 
afterward, “Ma’am, would you also help 
someone in need?” So they formed a 
helpline that passed from one person to 
another over and over again.

One day the owner of the house 
where Nellie lived needed some help. 
The man who helped him, said, “Don’t 
pay me. I would just like you to help 
someone else.”

Guess where this helpline ended 
up. It came full circle, right back to the 
house where Nellie lived!

NELLIE’S REWARD
One evening the owner of the house came to talk to 

Nellie’s father. He said he had received help from a man and 
the person told him to help someone else.

“This house is very small for your family,” said the owner of 
the house. “It has no running water or toilets and I have seen 
your children fetching water from the well.”

Nellie’s father nodded. Indeed the house was very small 
for his family.

“With your help, I will build you another house,” said the 
man.

A NEW HOUSE
So it was that Nellie and her family received a new home. 

The girl who believed that she had nothing to give anyone, 
began a long chain of good works. Her small act of love in 
giving a cup of water to a thirsty boy resulted in a nice home 
for her and her family.

YOU ALSO CAN HELP
What a wonderful reward for giving someone “a glass of 

cold water”! The next time you help someone, tell them what 
Nellie said, “I want you to help someone else.”

The world would be a much better place if we were all kind 
and helpful. You can make YOUR world better. 

Start a chain of kindness with a helpline... even if it’s so-
mething as simple as giving someone who is thirsty a cup of 
cold water.

            ellie was a poor girl, but she  
               was very loving. She had heard  
               the Bible verse about a “cup of  
               cold water”. Have you heard of 
it? Jesus promised that if we give even a 
cup of cold water to one of his disciples 
or workers, He will reward us.

Nellie often thought about that promi-
se, but she was so poor that she didn’t 
even have a cup of water to offer someo-
ne. She did not have running water in 
her house.

A SIMPLE HOUSE
The house in which Nellie lived was 

very simple. The floor was dirt and there 
was no drinking water and no toilets. 
Nellie and her brothers went to a well 
on the outskirts of town to draw water, 
carrying it home in buckets. Often her father talked about 
improving the house, but he worked long hours to support 
his family and did not have enough time or money to make 
any improvements to the small cottage.

WATER FOR A CHILD
One day, when Nellie was returning home carrying a buc-

ket of water, she met a woman who had a child that asked 
her for a drink of water.

“Ma’am, if you want I can give a drink of water to your 
little boy,” said Nellie. She lowered the bucket that she was 
carrying and placed it on the ground in front of them.

“Thank you so much,” said the woman. “May God bless 
you!”

Nellie took the cup hanging from the bucket, filled it with 
water and gave it to the child. He was so thirsty that he as-
ked for more. When he finished drinking, she filled the cup 
again and gave some to his mom.

“Ma’am, would you also help someone in need?” Nellie 
said as she waved farewell.

THE HELPLINE
Later, as the mother of the boy helped another woman, 

she said the same words that Nellie had said to her.
“Ma’am, would you also help someone in need?”
The woman that she helped found a neighbor who ne-

eded assistance. After she had helped her she also said, 

“And whoever gives one of  these little ones even a cup of  cold water because he is 
a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.” Matthew 10:42 esv
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